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CARVED PANEL, FROM HOUSE OP THOMAS DOLAN, ESQ., PHILADELPHIA. 



HOW TO FURNISH A HOUSE ON $400, WITH 
PRICE LIST ATTACHED. 

By Mrs. M. J. DUTCHE. 

A FRIEND who was recently married requested me to 
assist in furnishing and arranging her house— a small 
surburban home of late architectural design, although 
the cost was the modest sum of $2,700, it could scarcely be de- 
nominated a cottage. The high ceilings, the turret or cupola to 
the south rendering it slightly more pretentious in appearance. 
If I could succeed in borrowing the attention of the reader for 
a few moments I would be happy to conduct her through to 
see the fruition of our labors. 

Crossing the threshold we stand in the square hall ; it is a 
small one ; there was too much economy practised in the design 
to have much space where it could not be utilized, for each 
square foot cost $3.75 in construction. The wall paper is of 
a dull red ; a Smyrna rug of rich Oriental hues discloses about a 
foot of the cherry-stained floor ; the woodwork is of the same 
color ; the hat stand has the appearance of being built in the 
house, but in reality is nothing more than a mirror with brass 
pins on each side and a low shelf draped in dull red leather. 
The cost of the mirror was $13.00. Rug, $7.00. 

A turn to the left takes us to a parlor 12 x 15 feet in 
dimensions ; the walls of soft cream give a light tone to the 
room but not at all glaring. The cream ground of the moquette 
carpet rug with its floral design in pale pink, blue and olive 
seems to stand out in bas-relief against the dark background of 
the deep cherry floor ; the pictures are mostly oils of delicate 
shade and coloring, and their gilt frames give that furnished 
look that is so frequently absent in a profusion of light colors. 
A word or two regarding the hanging of pictures will, I trust, 
be considered a pardonable digression. Cabinets made after a 
regular form in cubes, doors and windows constructed in the 
form of parallelograms with exact proportions of parts by being 
so found please the eye ; the reason is obvious— being works of 
use they are by such figures the better suited to the ends for 
which they were designed, but pictures are purely ornamental 
and in all works of such nature irregularity, beauty and grace 
of adjustment should be scrupulously maintained. 

Nature, undoubtedly the most graceful artist, has in all her 
ornamental works pursued variety with an apparent neglect of 
regularity, an overt transgression of these rules in art is sufficient 
to make a cold chill creep down one's back ; for instance, we 
will take a chef d'oeuvre of one of the grand old masters, in 
size 20 x 26, and place it as a companion picture to one of equal 
artistic merit, only about one-third of its size. On entering the 
apartment the eye must be offended by such incongruity of 
proportions ; of course a scrutinizing glance would satisfy one of 
the intrinsic value of the productions, and, consequently, 
compensate for the first neutral disappointment. This could be 
avoided, and an effective arrangement made by securing a 
picture the same dimensions of the smaller and placing them as 
companion pictures on each side of the larger one about equi- 
distant from top and bottom. 

I have visited some houses and my earnest desire on enter- 
ing was that the owner could have bought a little taste and 
brains where he purchased the pictures. A hanging cabinet of 
ebony with ornaments of Barrougue ware, Barbotine vases and 



Bisque statuettes complete the usual decorations. The standing 
furniture is eclectic ; it consists of a sofa of carmine plush, a 
fauteuil of peacock blue, a patent rocker of amber, a wicker 
rocker with ribbon decorations of olive and orange and two 
t6te-a-tete chairs in gilt. Happily for us there is such a thing 
as a new school of art. About twelve years ago such hetero- 
geneous articles in color and design brought together in so 
small a space, would have been considered extremely -vulgar. 

Fleecy lace of cream falls from brass rings on cherry poles in 
the windows, and the soft folds in the portiere are in contrast 
to the rich plush of peacock blue that is drawn closely back by 
a band of feathers from that wonderful bird. On pricing an 
ornamental and hanging cabinet we found that they were far 
out of the reach of our possibilities, so I contrived to design 
one. After securing the wood at five cents a square foot and 
seeing that it was thoroughly seasoned, I engaged a carpenter 
(a good workman) ; the design being in readiness its execution 
occupied little space in the day's doing. The German plate- 
mirror was obtained for $4.00 and the cherry stain was bought 
for a trifling sum, making the actual cost of the cabinet $7.50. 
Several neighbors pleased with its success have imitated our 
example. The parlor is a room that receives less hard usage 
than the other apartments, consequently requires remodelling 
less frequently, so in furnishing it we have had more regard for 
beauty than style, for style is as changeable as the wave that 
lapped yesterday's shore, "While a thing of beauty," says the 
poet Keats, "is a joy forever." 

Brushing aside the curtains of the portiere we stand in the 
library. The luxurious easy chairs in leather of dull red, the 
draperies of the same material and hue lightened by ornaments 
in hammered metal make one almost forget that they are in the 
apartments of a person of slender means, and I am confident 
that if you could see in reality what I am endeavoring to 
portray to the imagination your eyes would open in wonder 
when I tell you the cost of furnishing. That lounge in the 
corner, of antique Moorish design, with its elastic springs, makes 
a drowsy feeling creep all through one. Before the hearth with 
its crackling, flickering logs, stands an armchair with its massive 
cushioned arms extending an invitation to its soft embrace. 
Oh ! what a seat for the dim twilight hour. What a place to 
ruminate on the days that have gone forever and have left 
behind but the shadow of romance ! An engraving of Boabdil 
fleeing from the Alhambra hangs over the mantel ; the counte- 
nance and expression of the mother speak the words her lips 
uttered on that occasion : "Fly like a weak woman from a 
dominion you were too weak to defend." 

The clock and vases are hammered metal and of our own 
workmanship, as are all the ornaments of the room, also the 
frieze of hand-painted cherries, which is quite effective over the 
walls, tinted in imitation of the wood in its natural color (a 
pinkish brown). The tone of the apartment is warm and rich 
and the Brussels carpet rug of deep shades over the cherry- 
stained floor is in consonance with the woodwork. We have 
made it a principle to cover up all indications of straightene'd 
circumstances ; if any conceptions of the manly mind be correct 
one of the keynotes to his happiness is giving him a feeling of 
importance. It must, indeed, be discouraging after the vexa- 
tions, toils and endeavors that fill the day to come home where 
he is lord and master and be slapped in the face by poverty in 
every direction wheresoever he may turn. There is every appur- 
tenance that modern decorative art has suggested that could 
conduce to the convenience of the gentleman whose sanctum it 
is. A slate with gilded frame and ornamentation of red cherries 
in the centre, we have observed, too, with secret gratification, 
that it has been utilized on several occasions for memorandums. 
A few stains of ink on the folds of the blotting paper that are 
pressed by the gilded flat iron are sufficient reward for any 
trouble taken in its decoration. The trash basket was of merely 
nominal cost ; having a small nail keg on the premises we 
gilded and mounted it between three fishing rods of three- 
quarters of a yard in height, and the bright painted cherries 
render it as pretty as one of more expensive material. 

We are quite proud of our calendar ; it is a square piece of 
pasteboard covered with lemon colored satin with a design of 
cherries in all the natural shades that have the appearance of 
having been thrown there in the haste and impetuosity of a 
child who was detected in stealing them. A small book of Irish 
linen paper is placed on the lowest corner to the right and in 
rustic letters is printed by hand the yearly calendar. 

We were obliged to have recourse to the molder to shape our 
vases, but our metal frames were completed without his assist- 
ance. A bookcase, built in the house, about five feet in height 
and extending almost the entire length of the room, contains the 
mental food for the family. Metal vases stand on each side ; a 
raven, with its sleek, glossy black feathers, is a conspicuous sen- 
tinel in the middle, its wise-looking head bent in an attitude 
suggestive of deep thought, would give one the idea that he had 
conned the entire contents of the literary productions inclosed. 
The table in the centre is ornamental as well as useful. As we 
stand at its side and look forward, a roseatte light, mingled with 



(She Dego^ajfoi^ and Fu^nishei^. 



a delicate yellow, flash before the vision— a space of 12 by 15 feet, 
and its occupants, in the form of chairs and table in ash, are 
bathed in its fairy-like glimmer— the variegated colored glasses 
on the buffet have caught up the light that floods the room . 
through the stained windows, and glitter and shimmer in the 
borrowed glow like so many precious stones— for the library opens 
into the dining-room. The walls are a full warm olive in tone, 
or what may be termed a semi-neutral green ; the bay window 
has a portiere of the same shade. "We have used draperies 
wherever they were admissible, for they are in furnishing what 
seasoning is to food. On each side of the window is a carved 
design representing a spray of ash leaves and burr, from which 
is suspended a brace of pheasants in their natural plumage, and 
much credit they do the taxidermist. 

Opposite the over-mantel, similar to the one in the parlor, 
only of ash, is a large engraving framed in metal. The Punkah 
fans, with bronze and gilt leaves of ash knotted in oblong shape 
by a cluster of cones and hung by a splashed bow (excuse the 
inappropriateness of the word) of olive and pale yellow ribbons, 
constitute a novel group for mural decoration. A carpet rug of 
olive ground, with its light figure of yellow, completes the furni- 
ture of the dining-room, where we have chosen colors that will 
not expose every atom of dust, for I truly sympathize with the 
housekeeper in her continual dust, dust, dusting. If the reader, 
like my friend, feels the necessity of stretching a dollar to its 
utmost limit, the memorandum of costs may not prove unin- 
teresting ; it reads as follows : 

Parlor. 



12 yards Moquette Carpet, at $1.50 per yard . 


$18 00 


Border for same ..... 


. 10 50 


2 Upholstered Chairs and Sofa . 


52 50 


1 Wicker Rocker ..... 


700 


2 Tete-a-tete Chairs .... 


10 00 


15 yards printed India Mulle Curtains 


600 


5 yards Peacock Blue Plush, at $1.25 yer yard. 


6 25 


3 Poles, at 27 cents each .... 


81 


Hanging Cabinet ..... 


750 


Ornaments for same ..... 


700 


Total. .... 


$125 56 


Library. 




Attended auction sale in private house. 





Bought lounge and chair .... 

1 Library Table .... 

1 Engraving ..... 

10 yards Leather, at 75 cents per yard, and tacks 
Spent day in covering lounge and chair. 

From Furniture Store. 

1 Wicker Rocker 

4 yards Brussels Carpet, at 90 cents per yard 
Leather for Mantel Drapery 
Cushion for Chair .... 
Yellow Satin for Covering ..... 



$8 00 

3 00 

75 

11 00 



$7 00 
3 60 
1 50 
1 00 
50 



Sheet Metal for Ornaments 
Flat Iron 

Satin for Calendar 
Paint for same 



Library completed. Total 
Dining Room. 



Half dozen Chairs . 
Buffet .... 
Over-Mantel .... 
12 yards Brussels Carpet 
Border for same 

1 Engraving 
Brass for Frame 

2 Punkah Fans . 

Bronze Gilt .... 
10 yards Ribbon . 

4 Pheasants .... 
Glasses on Buffe 
Ornaments ... 
Window Drapery and Pole . 
Works for Clock made by jig saw. 

Total 

[If the figures given in the foregoing appear low, it must 
be taken into consideration that many of the articles may be 
had at the "bargain counters" of almost any of our large stores. 
A person on the lookout for opportunities to pick up articles of 
this description at a low price, will find it possible often to 
make very reasonable purchases.— Ed.] 



. $10 00 
25 



The examples of Persian art shown in the plate on page 77, 
are from fragments found in the mines of the Palace of the 
Sultans, at Konich. The, at one time, brilliant structure that 
furnishes these fragments is now little more than a complete 
ruin, and these designs were fortunately saved from the ceiling 
of the grand reception room. 

The two small square pieces at the lower corners of the page 
are from panels at the junction of the cornices, made in stucco. 

Notwithstanding the restrictions of the Koran upon the 
employment of gold for the decoration of religious edifices, in 
several Mosques the ceilings, walls and pillars were covered 
with gold. And the employment of faience for the exterioB as 
well as the interior was likewise general, although the single 
example will suffice here, of the green Mosque of Yechil-Djami, 
so-called because of the color of the faience that ornamented its 
minarets. 



Curtains have been introduced having alternate stripes of 
opaque and translucent material, producing charming effects and 
presenting the advantages of two sets of curtains, the. one heavy 
and the other light. 
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PERSIAN DESIGNS FROM RACINBT, NOW BEING PUBLISHED IN PARIS. SKETCHED BY <J. CAPONE. (See page 81.) 
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